GOSPEL Mk 6: 1-6
A reading from the holy Gospel according
to Mark.

A prophet is despised only in his own country.

Jesus went to his home town and his disciples
accompanied him. With the coming of the
sabbath he began teaching in the synagogue
and most of them were astonished when they
heard him. They said, ‘Where did the man get
all this? What is this wisdom that has been
granted him, and these miracles that are worked
through him? This is the carpenter, surely, the
son of Mary, the brother of James and Joset
and Jude and Simon? His sisters, too, are they
not here with us?” And they would not accept
him. And Jesus said to them, ‘A prophet is only
despised in his own country among his own
relations and in his own house’; and he could
work no miracle there, though he cured a few
sick people by laying his hands on them. He
was amazed at their lack of faith.

# The Gospel of the Lord.
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GOD WORKS THROUGH

OUR WEAKNESS
It has been said that we are now living in a
post-Christian society, where the Christian
values that have undergirded our social fabric
are being increasingly challenged. While the
impact of our multicultural and multifaith
society have their part to play, it is perhaps
more helpful to consider that preaching the
word of God has always been a task fraught
with the danger of facing misunderstanding
and rejection. When Ezekiel was sent to
preach the word to the people of Israel he
did not suffer from the illusion that success
was certain. In fact, God commissioned him
knowing that the task ahead was difficult.
His task was to preach the word whatever the
response.

Like Ezekiel before him, Jesus faced rejection
from his neighbours and his relatives. Even
Jesus had to work within the room he was
given and his healing ministry was limited
by the disbelief he encountered. Mark points
out that not even God’s Son worked miracles
where there was no faith to request or receive
them.

Like Jesus and Ezekiel, Paul had to come
to terms with rejection from those close to
him. In this case the very community which
he had founded was divided ‘and there were
some who rejected him and resented the ways
that he exercised his spiritual leadership and
authority. As a means of trying to heal the rift
Paul admits, unlike his opponents, that his
weakness and frailty are real and yet God has
chosen to work through them.

-

FIRST READING

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel.
The people are rebellious; they shall know there will
be a prophet in their midst.

Ezek 2: 2-5

The spirit came into me and made me stand up,
and I heard the Lord speaking to me. He said,
‘Son of man, I am sending you to the Israelites,
to the rebels who have turned against me. Till
now they and their ancestors have been in revolt
against me. The sons are defiant and obstinate;
I am sending you to them, to say, “The Lord
says this.” Whether they listen or not, this set
of rebels shall know there is a prophet among
them.’

# The word of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSAL Ps122.R.v. 2
R. Our eyes are fixed on the Lord,
pleading for his mercy.

1. To you have I lifted up my eyes, / you who
dwell in the heavens: / my eyes, like the eyes
of slaves / on the hand of their lords. R.

2. Like the eyes of a servant / on the hand of
her mistress, / so our eyes are on the Lord our
God / till he show us mercy. R.

3. Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy. / We

are filled with contempt. / Indeed all too full is
our soul / with the scorn of the rich, / with the
proud man’s disdain. R.

SECOND READING 2 Cor12:7-10
A reading from the second letter of St Paul
to the Corinthians.

I will glory in my infirmities so that the power of
Christ may dwell in me.

In view of the extraordinary nature of these
revelations, to stop me from getting too proud I
was given a thorn in the flesh, an angel of Satan
to beat me and stop me from getting too proud!
About this thing, I have pleaded with the Lord

. three times for it to leave me, but he has said,
- ‘My grace is enough for you: my power is at its
. best in weakness.” So I shall be very happy to
- make my weaknesses my special boast so that
- the power of Christ may stay over me, and that
. is why I am quite content with my weaknesses,
~ and with insults, hardships, persecutions, and
. the agonies I go through for Christ’s sake. For
. it is when I am weak that I am strong,

E # The word of the Lord.
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- Alleluia, alleluia!

- The Spirit of the Lord is upon me:
- he sent me to bring Good News to the

¢ poor.
Alleluial

cf.itk4:18
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS.

Thanksgiving Total = $1071.00

Thank you for your kind generosity - for Peter's Pence (Holy Father Collection) the par-
ish raised $450.00

St Paul’s Elderly Group are running a fundraising raffle which starts on Saturday 24th July. Prizes
will be displayed during the raffle tines. We have been in lockdown for a long time, now we can
emerge strong together at the Pansh of St Paul. Help support our Parish.

Please see below an update to current vacant roles listed on our Melbourne Catholic website.

Applications are invited from suitably qualified and experienced people for the positions of:
Director of Music, St Michael’s Parish, Bell Park/Parish Secretary, St Leonard’s Parish,/Glen
Waverley/Pastoral Care Worker, Sacred Heart Mission, St Kilda/Domestic Support, Catholic
Parish of Mansfield/Pastoral Worker, Bayside Catholic Mission, Brighton/Member and Com-
munity Relations Coordinator, Catholic Social Services Victoria (CSSV), East Melbourne/Parish
Secretary, Parish of St Vincent de Paul, Strathmore/Parish Organist, St Gerard’s Parish, Dan-
denong North. Further details of the above positions can be found on the Archdiocese web-
site at:_https://melbournecatholic.org/job-vacancies

Teach your child how to Rgep themselves safe” by The Commission for Children And Young People.
Tip1 -1t's OK to say NO if they think what they're being asked to do is or feels wrong

WE PRAY FOR: Special Intenflons: Jo/in, ForHealing: Brina McClooney, Shery(, Jen-
nifer Hughes, Agnes Bonner, Recenily Deceased: Richard, Carlos Laxamana, Jo-
seph Spiteri, Giuseppe Virgona, Bill (Emanuel) Zahra, OUrDear Departed: Iginio
Zanni, Freddy Brockdorff, and family, Michael & Paula Galea and Family, Na-
tu Portelli, Liberata, Carmelo, Mikelina, Cikku, Carmenad, Guzeppi, Mathew &
Gloria Montebello, Tereza, Guzeppi & Carmenu Mifsud, Nina, Carmenu

& Salvu Portelli, Sam & Vicky Cassar, Grace Avellino, Joe Caruana,

Emy Saffarese, Patricia Snaize, Moreska Cleur, Philomena Dougherty,

Borg, Nixon and Busuttil families, and all Souls.

Church Diary (Week beginning 4th July 2021)

Saturday 3rd/4th Jul

Saturday Mass 8.00am
9.00am
6.00pm Vigil Mass +

English Mass
Vietnamese Mass followed by Rosary

Sunday Masses {Confession half an hour before all Masses on Sunday)

7.00am English Mass +
8.30am English Mass + Priests and All Souls
10.00am English Mass + Maria, Joeshep & Angelo
11.30am Vietnamese Mass
1.00pm Spanish Mass
4.00pm Wedding Rehersal
Monday 5th Jul 8.00am English Mass +
9.00am Vietnamese Mass
12.00pm Lady of Knots
Tuesday 6th Jul 8.00am English Mass +
9.00am Vietnamese Mass
10.00am Italian Prayer Group
6.45pm Benediction, Novena, Adoration
Wednesday 7th Jul 8.00am English Mass +
9.00am Vietnamese Mass
Thursday 8th Jul 8.00am English Mass +
9.00am Vietnamese Mass
9.30am Legion of Mary (English}
7.30pm Spanish Prayer Group
Friday 9th Jul 8.00am English Mass +
9.00am Vietnamese Mass
5.30pm Maltese Confession
6.00pm Maltese Mass
Saturday 10th/11th Jul
Saturday Mass 8.00am English Mass
9.00am Vietnamese Mass followed by Rosary

10.30am

6.00pm Vigil Mass +

Livestream Mass of Vietnamese Catholic group

Sunday Masses (Confession half an hour before all Masses on Sunday)

7.00am English Mass +
8.30am English Mass +
10.00am English Mass +
11.30am Vietnamese Mass

1.00pm Spanish Mass




